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Road bans in force
Annual spring road bans are now in 
effect on County roads. Axle loading 
limits are put in place to protect road 
surfaces during the spring thaw.

• Axle loadings on the following 
paved roads will be 90 per cent—
Christy Creek Road (Twp Rd 652A 
and Rge Rd 150), Elinor Lake Road 
(Twp Rd 652A), Birch Grove Road 
(Russian Village Access Road), 
Plamondon-63 Connector (Twp Rd 
682). 

• Axle loadings on all graveled 
County roadways will be 90 per 
cent.

• Axle loadings on all oiled County 
roadways will be 75 per cent. 
These roads are identified by 
their lack of painted centre and 
shoulder lines. This includes all 
County subdivisions.

Dust control program opens
Every year the County accepts 
applications from rural residents for 
dust control treatment.  The cost is $50 
for a 200-metre treatment. Applications 
will be accepted until April 30, 2016. 
Late applications will be considered, 
however quantities are limited and 
treatment is not guaranteed.

Call 780-623-6761 to request an 
application form.

County and College partner for water training program

Portage College’s President and CEO, Trent Keough, and County Mayor, Omer Moghrabi, at the County’s 
Water Treatment Plant. Alberta has identified a shortage of qualified water treatment operators to oversee 
the province’s production of potable water. In response to this deficit, Lac La Biche County and Portage 
College are partnering to develop a potable water and wastewater simulation lab and program curriculum 
that will train a new generation of water treatment operators. The College has pledged $400,000 and the 
County $600,000 towards the $1 million project. Check out laclabichecounty.com for updates. 

Spring is slowly approaching and with 
it construction and landscaping season. 
Lac La Biche County is home to numerous 
lakes and watercourses. These water 
bodies are the source of the County’s 
drinking water, home to many species 
of plant and animal life and the site of 
countless recreational activities.

Riparian areas are the lands directly 
adjacent to lakes, rivers, streams and 
wetlands. Typically you’ll see aquatic 
plants and grass, shrubs and trees that 
thrive in a water-rich environment in 
these riparian areas. Riparian vegetation  
is vital to the health of our local water 

bodies. It traps sediment that would 
otherwise enter the lake and affect water 
quality. It reduces erosion and flooding. 
Riparian vegetation maintains and 
improves water quality by diluting and 
absorbing toxins and excess nutrients 
entering the system through water  
run-off. 

Retaining or restoring the natural 
shoreline on your lakefront property is 
the best way to protect local waterbodies. 

Stay tuned for more information on what  
you can do to protect riparian areas in our 
region.

Living on a lake? Protect your natural shoreline



2

www.laclabichecounty.com

Thermal Imaging for Burn Sites 
Even with snow on the ground and 
temperatures below freezing, grass and 
ground fires can still burn under the 
surface. When dry spring winds begin 
and temperatures rise, a burn site can 
rekindle and grow. If you doubt that 
your burn site has been completely 
extinguished, contact Protective 
Services. A qualified firefighter can visit 
your property with a thermal imaging 
camera for free, checking for and 
helping you extinguish hot spots that 
could reignite. 

If you’re doing any burning on your 
property, make sure you have a permit. 
To arrange thermal imaging or permits, 
call Protective Services at 780-623-6767.

Infant care to continue at Child 
Mind Centre
County Council approved a pilot 
program at the Bold Center’s Child Mind 
Centre in October 2015. The program 
was well-received by parents and 
Council voted to continue providing the 
program permanently.

The Child Mind service offers short-term 
care for children ages two to 12 and 
now babies aged six months to two 
years. The service is offered so parents 
can use the Bold Center facilities to work 
out or play sports while their children 
are being supervised by childcare 
professionals.

There is only space for two infants at a 
time, in order to observe provincially-
regulated ratios of staff to children. At 
peak times, no infants are accepted. 

Parents can call ahead at 780-623-3829 
to schedule infant care on a first-come, 
first-served basis. You may drop in 
without pre-registering, however spaces 
are not guaranteed.

Council approves upgrades to Willow Park Cemetery

Roles and responsibilities in municipal government
Municipalities are local jurisdictions 
sanctioned by the province to provide 
services that are more effectively 
managed under local control. These 
services include things like waste 
management, water and sewer 
servicing, fire response and community 
programming.

Local residents run for Council and are 
elected by the citizens in their wards. The 
Mayor is elected by the municipality as a 
whole. Council has one employee—the 
municipality’s Chief Administrative Officer 
(CAO).

Council makes decisions about how 
the municipality’s annual budgets will 
be spent, the provision of programs 
and services, and municipal bylaws and 
policies. They govern the direction of the 
County.

The CAO is the municipality’s 
administrator, appointed by Council. The 
CAO ensures that Council’s directions are 
executed by County staff and municipal 

bylaws, policies and procedures are 
implemented and followed. The CAO 
is responsible for managing the daily 
operations of the municipality and all 
County staff.

Who should I contact with questions 
and concerns? 

It’s best to contact Administration first, as 
most operational questions or concerns 
will be handled by County staff. 

Visit laclabichecounty.com under the  
Our Services tab to find contact 
information for every County department. 
Don’t know which department to contact? 
You can call our main line at  
780-623-1747 and our customer service 
staff will help direct your call. 

Council contacts are also found on the 
County’s website. Contact the Mayor or 
your Ward Councillor for concerns about 
bylaws, resolutions and the directions of 
Council.

Willow Park Cemetery is over 100 years old. During 
2016 budget discussions County Council deliberated a 
number of short and long-term upgrades to the site.

County Council approved two immediate 
upgrades to the Willow Park Cemetery in Lac 
La Biche for the 2016 year.

Council approved $50,430 in the 2016 
capital budget for the reconstruction of 
the road in the cemetery and $15,000 for a 
memorial cairn.

Willow Park Cemetery is over 100 years old 
and some of the old graves are no longer 
marked, though the names of those buried 
in the cemetery have been retained.

The memorial cairn will list all of the names 
of those buried in unmarked gravesites.

Further discussions about upgrades to 
Willow Park Cemetery will follow at future 
Council meetings.
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National Volunteer Week 
Events from April 10 to 16
Volunteers are the roots of strong 
communities. To celebrate their crucial 
role in the County and across Canada, Lac 
La Biche County Family and Community 
Support Services (FCSS) will be holding 
volunteer appreciation events during 
National Volunteer Week (April 10 to 16).

First, FCSS is organizing an invitational 
volunteer luncheon on April 11 from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at McArthur Place. 
Luncheon invitations will be sent to 
volunteers nominated by the community. 
You can nominate them by picking up a 
form at McArthur Place, or by emailing 
communityoutreach@laclabichecounty.
com.

FCSS is also holding two events on April 
16. The Volunteer Fair happens from 3 
to 5 p.m. in the Bold Center’s Cenovus 
Field House 1, and is an excellent chance 
to learn about volunteer organizations 
in the community. Become familiar 
with local non-profit and charitable 
organizations, and explore volunteer 
opportunities in a casual atmosphere. 
Parent Link and Bold Center staff will 
have activities for children, so parents will 
have a chance to browse.

Later in the day from 5:30 pm to 8:30 
p.m. in the Bold Center’s Devon Room, 
FCSS and the Welcoming and Inclusive 
Communities Committee will host a 
Multicultural Potluck Dinner. Complete 
with children’s activities, face painting, 
prizes, and entertainment, the potluck 
showcases the County as a culturally-
diverse region animated by volunteers. 
Please bring a dish that represents your 
heritage.

For more information about this year’s 
National Volunteer Week events, call  
780-623-6726.

An update on Animal Control Services in the County
Lac La Biche County offers animal 
control services in partnership with a 
contracted service provider, Scratch N’ 
Sniff. These services are governed by 
County Bylaw 09-020 (Animal Control 
Bylaw), originally passed in October 
2009. 

Learning about the County’s animal 
control services and bylaw will help 
you navigate the responsibilities of 
pet ownership. If you don’t own a 
pet but live near residents who do, 
understanding County services will 
help you report stray dogs and bylaw 
violations. 

Scratch N’ Sniff (located at 67072 Range 
Road 134, near the hamlet of Lac La 
Biche) provides dog pound services, 
housing dogs picked up by County 
peace officers. Scratch N’ Sniff posts 
photos of the animals on the Lac La 
Biche County Dog Pound Facebook 
page in the hope of reuniting lost pets 
with their owners. Stray and unclaimed 
dogs are arranged transport to the 
Second Chance Animal Rescue Society 
(SCARS) in Athabasca, where they’ll 
be placed for adoption. A dog may be 
placed for adoption if, after 72 hours, the 
owner can’t be located.

Scratch N’ Sniff also gathers fees for 
impounded dogs, collects license fees if 
the impounded dog isn’t licensed, and 
arranges any medical attention that 
impounded animals might need. Keep in 
mind that owners are still responsible for 
any fees that their pets incur, whether or 
not they claim the dog.

If you spot a stray or lost dog, call 
Protective Services at 780-623-6767. You 
may also report dogs that pose a danger 
to others, or those that are a public 
nuisance. 

Dog Licenses

According to the Animal Control Bylaw, 
all dog owners in Lac La Biche County 
must register their pet provided that it’s 
over the age of six months. Registering 
your dog helps County peace officers 
and Scratch N’ Sniff reunite lost pets 
with their owners quickly, minimizing 
the fees that owners incur.

Dog licenses are a one-time purchase. 
After registering your dog, there’s no 
need to renew your license. A regular 
license costs $50, and a license for a 
spayed or neutered dog costs $25. 
Owners can buy licenses at County 
Centre, McArthur Place, and Scratch N’ 
Sniff Kennels and Pet Supplies.

When purchasing a license, you’ll need 
to provide:

• your name, street address, and 
telephone number;

• the name, sex, and description of 
your dog;

• proof of your dog’s current 
rabies vaccination and other 
immunizations; and

• proof of your dog’s spaying or 
neutering.

After registering, you’ll receive a tag. The 
tag, to be fastened on your dog’s collar, 
will identify your pet if they become lost.

Questions?

For more information, to report a dog, 
or for questions on anything associated 
with the County’s Animal Control Bylaw, 
call Protective Services at 780-623-6767. 

Visit laclabichecounty.com to read a full 
copy of the animal control bylaw.



Cenovus Fieldhouse Funzone

Join Bold Center Recreation staff every 
Thursday night from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
for fun and games! Thanks to a generous 
donation from Cenovus Energy, the 
Cenovus Fieldhouse Funzone is always 
free. Take the night to unplug and watch 
your children have some fun—or, better 
yet, join in yourself!

Here are a few of our upcoming 
activities:

March 24: Easter Blitz

March 31: Tag! You’re It

April 7: The Amazing Race

April 14: Rounders

April 21: NERF Gun Wars

April 28: Funzone Year End Party

All ages are welcome, and please 
remember clean indoor sneakers.

Spring Break Activities

Are you looking to keep your children 
active over the spring break? Join 
Recreation staff from 2 to 4 p.m. daily! 
Regular drop-in fees and rules apply, and 
please remember clean indoor sneakers.

Activities include:

March 29: Scooter Hockey

March 30: Majority Says

March 31: Kinball Volleyball

April 1: Mixed Bag of Activities

For more information about these 
or other Bold Center programs and 
activities, call 780-623-3829.

Spring 2016 Activity Guide

We’ve just released the Spring 2016 
Activity Guide (pictured above)! The 
guide covers County-led programs and 
services, especially those related to 
recreation, fitness and community well-
being.

You can find a copy at  
boldcenter.ca. Printed copies will be 
mailed out to residents and available at 
the Bold Center very soon. Registration 
for spring session classes begins on 

Your County in Touch is produced by 
Lac La Biche County and available to 
every resident. 

An electronic version of this 
newsletter is available.  All you 
need to do is call 780-623-1747 
or provide your e-mail address to 
intouch@laclabichecounty.com. 

Use the same contact information 
for any address changes, additional 
copies or to unsubscribe. 

Dates to Remember
Easter Holiday Closures
County landfills will be closed on 
Friday, March 25 for Good Friday. 
County offices will be closed on 
Friday, March 25 and Monday, 
March 28 for the Easter holiday.

April 22, 2016
Home Alone course for children 
from 6:30 pm to 9 pm. Call 780-
623-6763 for more information.

April 23, 2016
Babysitting course for pre-teens 
and teens from 9 am to 4 pm. 
Call 780-623-6763 for more 
information.

Cenovus Fieldhouse Funzone, Spring Break Activities, 
and the Spring 2016 Activity Guide at the Bold Center
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