
AGRICULTURE
2024 review and 2025 moving forward



Who Governs 
Agriculture?

Federal – Provincial – Municipal

What we are focused on per provincial direction:

• Agricultural Service Board Act 

• Animal Health Act

• Soil Conservation Act

• Weed Control Act

• Agricultural Pests Act

Layers of Legislation and so many Acts! 



Our Producers
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Lac La Biche County has approximately 247 farms with 

over 101,000 acres in crop land with gross farm 

receipts estimated at approximately $35 million in 

2021. Primary production is livestock, canola, wheat, 

barley, hay and oats. 

Our Farms
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Farmland Tax Revenue from 2024: $252,485.

Total Agricultural Zoned Acres: 279,881.7 acres.

Approximate Revenue from Grazing Leases: $101,025. 

Municipal Overview



Agricultural service board duties per the ASB Act:

The duties of an agricultural service board are (a) to act as an 

advisory body and to assist the council and the Minister, in 

matters of mutual concern, (b) to advise on and to help organize 

and direct weed and pest control and soil and water conservation 

programs, (c) to assist in the control of animal disease under the 

Animal Health Act, (d) to promote, enhance and protect viable 

and sustainable agriculture with a view to improving the 

economic viability of the agricultural producer, and (e) to 

promote and develop agricultural policies to meet the needs of 

the municipality. 

Chairman Sterling Johnson

Vice-Chair Jolene Yackimec

Councillor Darlene Beniuk

Travis Ailsby

Debbie Burdek

The Agricultural  Service Board:



2024 Events

Whether we are hosting or supporting, we are 

passionate about promoting agriculture in Lac La 

Biche County. 

1. Ag Drone Course
2. Grant Workshop
3. Ag Appreciation Day
4. Environment Week
5. 4H Achievement Day 

Annual Cheque 
Presentation

6. Agri-Tourism Series
7. External Events 

Attended: Beef 
Industry Conference, 
U of A Crop Tour, 2024 
Provincial ASB 
Conference, Regional 
ASB meeting, 2024 Ag 
Expo, 2024 Agri-
Equipment Expo



Forage 
Testing

2024 New Programs

Ag Safety 
&
Education

Plot
Variety 
Trials

Chemical
Rebate

Aerial 
Spray 



2024 Programs Overview
• There were 83 chemical sales in 2024 with VisionMax being the most popular with 

20 jugs being sold.

• There were 114 rentals for a total of 327 days – most popular items being: post 
pounders, corral panels and the loading chute. 

• In 2024 there was 765 tree seedlings sold.

• Community Garden: 20 Raised bed plots were utilized in 2024. 28 out of 35 in 
ground plots were utilized.

• Chemical Sales Revenue: $9,179

• Tree Seedlings Revenue: $4,701

• Equipment Rentals: $12,204

• Raised Garden Beds ($20 ea): $362 

• Received the 2024 provincial ASB Grant of $166,247.

• 1 new case of Clubroot identified. 

• Awarded the Rural Beautification Award.

• Awarded 2 X 100 Year Farm Family Awards.

• Awarded 2 X Bursaries in 2024. 

• 12 Forage Samples completed. 

• In 2024 there were 188 registered and active producers in the Veterinary Services 
Incorporated program which offers a cost sharing initiative for producers in the 
County for certain procedures and livestock. 

• The Agricultural Department has sprayed 225.37 kms of municipal roadside for 
noxious and prohibited noxious weeds. 217 weed inspections were completed 
around the County with residents being contacted about their weed infestations. 
Sow thistle, Canada thistle, Oxeye Daisy, Scentless Chamomile, Tansy and Tall 
Buttercup were prevalent weeds identified in the County.



Operational 
Programs

Ongoing Programs:

1. Equipment Rentals
2. Tree Seedling Sales
3. Community Garden
4. Weed Control
5. Fenceline Spraying Program
6. ASB Bursary
7. 100 Year Farm Family Award
8. Rural Beautification Award
9. Chemical Sales
10.Veterinary Services Inc. Program
11. Riparian Resource Education
12. Clubroot Control
13. Wolf and Predator Control
14.Environmental Awards



New Equipment

Thank you Council for supporting our producers.

1. Tubeline Silage Bale Wrapper
2. Solar Waterer
3. Razer Grazer Electric Fencer
4. Boomless Sprayer
5. Wire Roller
6. Ag Plastic Roller



Weather Stations

Rich Lake Weather Station 

Image obtained from: https://acis.alberta.ca/acis/app/weather-

station/10909/details#photos

Locations have been selected: 
1. Hylo Transfer Station
2. Plamondon Co-op 
3. Owl River Transfer Station

In process of ordering materials and 
meeting with Government of Alberta to 
confirm site locations.

Project budget: $80,000 



Plans for 2025

• Already we have carried out 5 workshops and events!
• We will continue to work with the ASB and local 
producers on providing opportunities that they value 
and want to see moving forward. 



2025 In The Works



Thank You

We are an open door, ready to receive 

suggestions and questions. 
Reach out to:

agriculture@laclabichecounty.com

www.laclabichecounty.com/p/agriculture
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